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B-3252 - B-3256 1845-1850 
903-915 Light St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

This side of the 900 block of Light St. was originally improved by a 
row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, 905-909 
Light St. having been built by Francis Kines and 911-915 Light St. having been 
built by John S. Gittings, as part of his development of the southern section of 
this block. Most of the houses now serve a mixed commercial/residential function 
and 915 Light St. has been enlarged and remodeled and now is three stories in 
height with a shed roof and bracketed cornice. 
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This two story plus attic brick house with gable roof is part of the original 
group of such houses built along this side of Light St. in the 1840's. The first 
floor has been converted into a shop-front . The building is soon to be restored 
to served as a real-estate office. 

The house is two and a half stories in height, 15' wide, and occupies a lot , 
70' deep. The house is two rooms deep with a two story high, one bay wide and 
deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high, 
four bay deep rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond. The low-
pitched gable roof has a simple, two-tier brick cornice. There are double hooded 
chimneys located along both the front and rear gables on the north side of the 
house. There is also a rear end chimney located at the south-east end of the 
kitchen addition. 

The second floor window openings have splayed brick lintels ; the attic 
story window openings have flat wood lintels. All of the sills are wood and all 
of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor 
area has been converted into a shop-front with centrally located, double glass-ana-
panel late Victorian doors set beneath a wide, single light transom, bordered by 
a row of cut-work scallops. To either side there are large shop windows with 1/1 
lights set on paneled dados. The base of the entire store-front area is bordered 
in cut stone, and three stone steps lead to the entrance. There is a deep, 
projecting cornice overhead, extending across the entire facade, consisting of 
a crown molding set over a row of dentils and a row of modillions, supported by 
two large, carved end brackets. 
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This house may or may not have always served as a combination store-front/ 
residence. The present store-front exterior dates from after the Civil War and the 
building may not have been converted to partial commercial use until that period. 
The house, along with the neighboring two houses at 907-909 Light St., was built 
by Francis Kines, a stove, tin., and sheet iron manufacturer operating on the Light St. 

arf. Kines lived in one of these three houses, probably this one, in the 1850's.-*-

-'-Baltimore City Directory, 1849-50 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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